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	AOTEAROA COLLEGE OF DIABETES NURSES
Post-Graduate Study Grant for Māori and Pacific Nurses with a Focus or Interest in Diabetes Care
For Semester 1, in the year following application
Information Sheet and Application Form

	PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SUBMITTING


Our Commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi

This grant gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi principles of:

· Partnership: Developed and administered in partnership with Māori and Pacific nursing leaders and communities

· Active Protection: Actively addressing workforce inequities that contribute to poor health outcomes for Māori and Pacific peoples

· Equity: Priority system ensures funding reaches Māori and Pacific nurses who are underrepresented in the healthcare workforce

We are committed to supporting Māori and Pacific nurses to achieve their full potential and to transform diabetes care for their communities.

Background Context

Māori Context:
Māori were a thriving people, living as part of a hapū (subtribe of people) determined by whakapapa (genealogical lines). It connected Māori to their tūpuna (ancestors), the whenua (land), and environment - these dimensions in synchronicity contribute to wellbeing. The impact of colonisation changed their lives and for most of our nation's history, Māori have suffered a greater burden of disease, reduced access to services, and premature death than non-Māori.

Pacific Context:
Pacific peoples in Aotearoa New Zealand also experience significant health inequities and diabetes burden. Migration, cultural adaptation, and systemic barriers have contributed to poor health outcomes. Pacific concepts of wellbeing, including aiga (family), fa'aaloalo (respect), va (relational space), and spiritual connections are often not reflected in mainstream health services.

Shared Reality:
The persistent and marked inequities within Māori and Pacific communities are well documented in research. Māori and Pacific people with diabetes continue to have poor health outcomes, with one identified barrier to equitable treatment being a lack of Māori and Pacific healthcare practitioners (The University of Waikato Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato, 2022).

Purpose:
The NZNO Aotearoa College of Diabetes Nurses (ACDN) wishes to offer a grant to a Māori or Pacific registered nurse (RN), or RN currently employed by a Māori or Pacific health provider, to further their diabetes nursing knowledge and skills and support advanced nursing practice. The grant is to be used to fund a post-graduate paper, ideally with a diabetes focus.

This grant directly addresses workforce inequity and supports the development of culturally responsive diabetes care for Māori and Pacific communities.
Partnership Approach:
This grant was developed in partnership with Māori and Pacific nursing leaders. The selection panel includes both Māori and Pacific representation to ensure cultural perspectives inform decision-making. ACDN is committed to ongoing partnership with Māori and Pacific communities in supporting grant recipients and promoting culturally responsive diabetes care.
Application Process:
Applications must be submitted electronically using the application form below. All compulsory fields must be completed. Incomplete or retrospective applications will not be considered.

Application Support

ACDN recognises that formal application processes can be a barrier for some Māori and Pacific nurses. If you would like support with your application, please contact acdn.membership@gmail.com for assistance.
Applicant Eligibility Criteria:
Current financial NZNO members. Preference will be given to ACDN members.

Applicants must be residing and working in New Zealand

Applications must be received before 1600hrs on 30 October. 
Details of the Professional Development Grant

Up to $3,500 is available annually to fund a post-graduate paper along with associated study costs for one grant recipient. This funding is designed to fund a paper in Semester One of the year following application.  
Priority Ranking System

Funding allocation is at the discretion of the ACDN National Executive Committee, with a prioritisation system used to rank applications:

· Priority 1: 
Māori and/or Pacific RN applying for a diabetes specific post-graduate paper

· Priority 2: 
Māori and/or Pacific RN applying for a post-graduate paper not specific to diabetes, but employed to work with people with diabetes

· Priority 3: 
Any RN employed by a Māori and/or Pacific health provider applying for a diabetes specific post-graduate paper

· Priority 4: 
Any RN employed by a Māori and/or Pacific health provider applying for a post-graduate paper not specific to diabetes, but employed to work with people with diabetes
Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed using the following criteria:
	Criteria
	Description
	Weighting

	Priority ranking
	As per Priority 1-4 system above
	30%

	Relevance to Māori/Pacific health equity
	How will this study address diabetes inequities for Māori and/or Pacific peoples? Clear articulation of benefit to Māori/Pacific communities.
	25%

	Cultural connection and commitment
	Evidence of genuine connection to and commitment to serving Māori and/or Pacific communities. Demonstrates understanding of cultural values and self-determination.
	20%

	Professional development value
	Clear articulation of career goals, how this paper fits into study/career plan, and how it will enhance capability to provide diabetes care.
	15%

	Impact potential
	Likelihood that the learning will improve diabetes care and outcomes for Māori and/or Pacific peoples in the applicant's practice/community.
	10%


Grant Recipient Expectations

Successful recipients are expected to:

1. Complete the funded paper within the agreed timeframe

2. Completion report (within 6 months of finishing paper): Submit a 1-2 page summary of learnings and how you are applying them to improve care for Māori and/or Pacific peoples with diabetes

3. Impact statement (12 months after completion): Provide examples of how your enhanced knowledge has made a difference to Māori and/or Pacific health outcomes in your practice

4. Knowledge sharing: Present learnings at an ACDN or other relevant nursing forum to share knowledge with the wider diabetes nursing community

5. Acknowledgment: Acknowledge ACDN in any publications or presentations arising from the funded study

Important: Grant recipients who, for whatever reason, do not complete/undertake the activity for which the application was made, are required to return the allocated grant in full to ACDN (NZNO).

How to Apply

· You must complete all sections of the application form below

· Applications must be submitted electronically, by 4pm on or before 30 October to: acdn.membership@gmail.com
· Use the subject title: ACDN Professional Development Grant
References

The University of Waikato Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato (2022). Researchers address inequities in diabetes treatment for Māori and Pacific people. Retrieved from https://www.waikato.ac.nz/news-opinion/media/2022/researchers-address-inequities-in-diabetes-treatment-for-maori-and-pacific-people
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION FORM

Applicant Details

Name of applicant:


Contact Address: (You must be residing in NZ)



Phone:


Email address:


NZNO Membership Number:


Are you an ACDN member?
☐ Yes ☐ No

Current Position:


Current Employer:


Application Priority Ranking

Please tick your relevant priority:
☐ Priority 1: Māori and/or Pacific RN applying for a diabetes specific post-graduate paper

☐ Priority 2: Māori and/or Pacific RN applying for a post-graduate paper not specific to diabetes, but employed to work with people with diabetes

☐ Priority 3: Any RN employed by a Māori and/or Pacific health provider applying for a diabetes specific post-graduate paper

☐ Priority 4: Any RN employed by a Māori and/or Pacific health provider applying for a post-graduate paper not specific to diabetes, but employed to work with people with diabetes
Study Details

Post-graduate paper for which the grant will be used:
(Include paper title, institution, and evidence of paper cost - evidence may be from the tertiary provider's website)
	


Associated costs:
Please list if funding is required for any other associated costs such as travel, accommodation, textbooks, or equipment.
	


Total funding requested: $______________
Professional Development and Career Plan

Please provide brief information on your previous post-graduate study, and how this paper fits into your study/career plan.
	


Current Role and Diabetes Care

Please provide a brief description of your current role and your involvement in provision of care to whānau/aiga with diabetes.
	


Cultural Connection and Community Impact (NEW)

Please describe:
1. Your connection to Māori and/or Pacific communities

2. How this study will benefit your whānau/aiga/community

3. How your enhanced knowledge will contribute to improved diabetes outcomes for Māori and/or Pacific peoples

4. Your vision for using this learning to strengthen Māori and/or Pacific-led diabetes care and/or self-determination in health

	


Addressing Health Inequities (NEW)

Please describe how this post-graduate study will help you address diabetes inequities experienced by Māori and/or Pacific peoples.
	


Knowledge Sharing Plan (NEW)

How do you plan to share the knowledge gained from this study with:
· Your workplace/colleagues

· Māori and/or Pacific communities

· The wider diabetes nursing community
· ACDN newsletter

	


Payment Details Payments are made electronically. Proof of account must be attached if a personal account is being used.
Bank account number:


Name of account:


Declaration

I declare the contents of this application form to be a true and correct record. I have read and understood the requirements outlined and agree to meet these if my application is successful, including:

· Completing the funded paper

· Submitting a completion report within 6 months of finishing the paper

· Providing an impact statement 12 months after completion

· Presenting learnings at an ACDN or relevant forum

· Returning the grant in full if I do not complete/undertake the funded activity

Applicant Name:


Signature:


Date:


Manager Verification

Please have your manager verify this information.

Manager Name:


Signature:


Date:


� As Māori/Pasifika, giving back to our communities is fundamental. �For example, applicants may wish to describe how they have contributed to improving outcomes for Māori/Pasfika families affected by diabetes, supported or mentored Māori/Pasfika nurses, shared knowledge through hui, conferences, or professional forums, and strengthened the capacity of the Māori/Pasifika health workforce.
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